Physically, he looked a lot better. 
Down to a mere 10 stone 5 Ibs, from 
13 stone, very nice, but it was either 
the early hour of the interview (10 
a.m.), or the effects of a heavy 
night out that were responsible for a 
slightly restrained Elton John. 

“Yes, well actually it’s probably 
the effects of last night. John 
Lennon told me about these 
fantastic pills that you can get in 
chemists over here. They stop you 
having a head-ache the morning 
after. 
night. ’’ Rueful grin. 

Happens to the best of us, Elton 

Meanwhile, It’s back home after an 
amazing 43-gig tour of the States, and a final 
statement about all those rumours concerning 
the seemingly imininent departure of Elton 
for tax-free-er shores over the water. 

“Tt’s all been rumours. I’ve never had a 
house in Los Angleles, and I’ve never planned 
to leave this country. If I had, I’d have left 
years ago. I like it here, that’s all there is to 
it. I earn enough to pay the tax-man and still 
live after it.'’ That's that one out of thé way. 
Now what's all this about leaping around ata 
couple of the Faces’ gigs practically the same 
day as you arrived back. No jet-lag? ‘‘“No — 
not then. I went because I really enjoyed it. 
The most exhausting thing about tours like the 
one we've just finished is the travelling, and 
we had our plane, soit saved a lot of to-ing and 
fro-ing. The tour really catches up with you 
about three weeks after you've finished it. At 
the moment, I’m still getting ready to doa gig 
every night. "’ 

At the moment, it’s preparation time for his 
Christmas gigs at the Hammersmith Odeon, 
as well as a live TV/radio concert on 
Christmas Eve. The gigs will be slightly 
different from last year's in that there’s no 
support act. 

“‘We'll propbably do most of our American 
set, maybe with a couple of new numbers, but 
we haven't finalised it yet. We’re rehearsing 
this week, and we’ve got a brass section in as 
well, so we hope it’s going to be a good set. I 
enjoy playing at Hammersmith ‘cos it’s got 


I forgot to take them last’ 


Such a nice atmosphere, and it'll be great 
doing the stereo broadcast. 

“Apart from that we haven't got any 
immediate plans. The new album will be 
mixed in January, and there’ll be a new 
single. Then we'll be doing some dates in 
England and Scotland, probably to coincide 
with the album. It’s called Captain Fantastic 
and The Brown Dirt Cowboy — I'm Captain 
Fantastic and Bernie’s the Brown Dirt 
Cowboy. It’s based on our experiences 
together up until the time when we made 
Empty Skies — how we met, the various 
problems, trying to get money out of people. 
Obviously, there are some very personal 
songs, and it's a very important album to me. 
I don’t normally go to the mixing sessions, but 
I will on this one, because I want to make sure 
it comes out right. There are some good slow 
songs on it — better than Your Song, and there 
are two or three really good rockers. There'll 


be a single from the album, but we haven't 
chosen one yet. I hope you will think it's good 
— we spent five weeks writing and recording 
it, which we've never done before. "’ 

Was the next album an important one 
because of the critics and their comments 
about Caribou, or just becaise it mattered to 
you? ‘‘Both,"’ he replies ‘No, not both, the 


. criticism doesn’t bother me now. I expect it. 


The knives are really out for me in the States 
now, although the albums are doing really 
well, and the tour was a sellout. I don’t mind if 
people say they hate me — I just can’t bear 
being mis-quoted. I understand why they do 
it, it’s just something you have to live with. If 
you're successful people can’t wait to knock 
you, and if you’re on the way down, they love 
treading you down even further. In the States 
we keep being more successful — I don’t 
mind, it keeps me on my toes, I just bounce 
back. You have to.”’ 
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make sure that the B-side’s not on an album or 

something. Actually, the next one’s really 

different, I do all the backing vocals on it, and 

I sing about six octaves deeper than I 

| normally do. It sounds like a cross between 

the O'Jays and the Four Tops! A real steam- 

oller of a number it is, called Philadelphia 

Freedom. Gene Page who does all the Barry 

White arrangements has done the 

arrangement. I suppose it’s another kind of 

risk record, but I don’t mind taking risks, 

: because if you’re going to play safe all the 
time, it just isn’t worth it.” 


Switching wings for a moment, what about 
Watford, Elton's favourite footie team? 

“Well, it’ll be great to see some matches, 
although they haven't got one this week, but 
I'ma bit of a jinx. I haven't sen them win yet! 
Still, maybe it'll change.” 

Maybe Elton ought to play in the team — at 
the moment he’s certainly fit enough, because 
apart from his new-look physique, he’s also 

~ been getting in a lot of sporting activity in the 
States. 

“T played a lot of tennis, and had quite a few 
games with Billie Jean King. It’s great being 
able to play with someone of that standard, 
because I learned more in three minutes 
playing with her than I'd learn in ten games 
playing with someone of the same standard as 
me. I played a few doubles games with Billie- 
Jean against people like Jimmy Connors — I 
wouldn’t be stupid enough to play him on my 
own. A couple of times I played with Jimmy 
as my partner, and every time I made a 
decent shot, he just sat on the grass and killed 
himself laughing. It’s a great game though, I 
just wish there were more courts in this 
country. I can’t get into all the social thing 
about belonging to clubs — then having to 
book and only being allowed to play for so long 
and all the rest of it. Squash is another game I 
like, but it’s the same thing about joing a 
club.’’ The end of next year sees Elton’s 
famous two-albums-a-year contract up with 
his present record label. Had he made any 
decisions about what he'd do after that? 

“No. I don’t know! I mean at one point I 
__hever thought 1’d re-sign with MCA in the 
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As for success, Elton goes from strengthto | 
strength. He's one artist who draws other 
celebrities from every kind of media to his 
concerts, and the crowd seems to get more 
and more enthusiastic. On this tour, he was 
supported by the Kiki Dee Band, and Elton 
has nothing but respect for Kiki at the end of 
the tour. | 
“She was really amazing. It’s horrible 

having to support because the audiences come 
for the main act, but she and the band really | 
worked hard. She got a lot of respect over 
there, and she deserves it. She’s even gone 
straight over to Europe for some work there — 
I don’t know where she gets the energy from. 
It was probably because this was the one tour 
we all enjoyed. Normally there are two oF 
three bad gigs, but everyone was good.’ 

' 

‘ 


John Lennon was one person who Elton saw 
quite a bit of — and of course, there was that 
record. 

‘‘We first did Lucy In The Sky over here at 
couple of gigs, when we decided to doa couple 
of songs from other people. The Stylistic’s 
Rock And Roll Baby was another one we were 
going to do, but we never did. The audience 
reaction to Lucy was so good that we decided 
to record it. When we did it in the States, the 
reaction wasn’t as good because they don’t 
know Sergeant Pepper like we do over here. ! 
was a bit shocked at first, but Lennon agrees 
that the album just doesn’t have the same 
kind of legend thing as it does here. I never 
thought the recordhwould do as well here asit 
has done — I thought it might make top thirty 
and that was all. John was very pleased that 
we did it, and I thought if I was going to do one 
Lennon number, I might as well do two, hence 
the flip side, which is one gf my favourite 
numbers. 

“I know a lot of people think ‘oh Elton's 
drying up, can't write enough of his own 
material, but it was just something we wanted 
to do. I've been amazed at all those letters in 
Record & Popswop Mirror about whose 
version is best. Weird! { 

“Still, the next single’s ours — I should © 
imagine that the next few will be as well — 8° _ 
people can stop worrying! When we recorded — 
Caribou we had a bit of time, so we jed 
the two sides for the next single. Y’know, & 
few years ago, people would play the B-side of 
a record, but now I think they have stopped 
bothering. So whatever we release, we try 


States, but I did. It'll be nice not to have todo 
two albums if we don’t want to, but then I 
think it’s been good discipline in a way as 
well. By the time Captain Fantastic comes 
out, it'll have been a year between new 
albums, excluding the Greatest Hits one, and 
I'm glad about that. I think it was the right 
time to do the Greatest Hits one, there’s 
enough material. But with the pressure off to 
do a set number of albums, who knows? We 
might do four albums a year, maybe none.” 
Meantime, there’s the British tour next year, 
new records, and maybe a new home — but 
here in England, not in the States. The band 
and Elton are now known as the The Elton 
John Band, they’re getting a lot of recognition 
in their own right, and Elton’s record 
company, Rocket, is getting together, what 
with Kiki’s new album, and the signing of Neil 
Sedaka in the States. It’s been a good year, 
Captain. Hope the headache went! 
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